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Jadid Movement in Russian Tatarstan and Uygur
Enlightenment Movement in Modern Times
—Origin of “East Turkistan” Movement in Xinjiang
Pan Zhiping

Abstract: At the end of the nineteenth century, a prominent political-cultural phenomenon in the Eurasian hinterland
was the rise of Pan-Turkism and Pan-Islamism. With its origin in Tatarstan, Russia, Pan-Turkism emerged and
spread through language education, i.e. “new form of education”- “Jadid Movement” which is both national revival
movement and religious reform movement in nature. As far as the research is concerned, it is difficult for us to place
Jadid Movement in either the line of Pan-Turkism or the line of Pan-Islamism. Nation is what nationalists constructed
or imagined. However, the popularization of education constitutes the prerequisite for the construction and imagination.
In fact, the overwhelming majority of people were illiterate in ancient times and there was no nationalism. Towards the
end of the Qing Dynasty of China, a modern cultural enlightenment movement emerged in the Uygur community in
Xinjiang, which originated from the “Jadid” education in Russian Tartarstan. The cultural enlightenment movement
served as the start of modern education for Uygur community in Xinjiang, and full recognition should be granted to the
movement. However, the movement also played a negative role. Specifically, Pan-Turkism and Pan-Islamism were in-
troduced and spread in Xinjiang through “Jadid” education which brought up the first cadre for “East Turkistan
Movement” such as Maswud while training the first generation of Uygur intellectual elites in modern sense. These men
worked for the so-called Independence of East Turkistan, and forged a separatist group that is the origin of “East
Turkistan Movement™ in Xinjiang.

Key words: Russia, “Jadid” Movement, modern times, Uygur, Enlightenment Movement
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