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An Analysis of Afghanistan Presidential Election in 2014

LI Shi-jun, HAN jun

(College of Politics and Public Management, Xinjiang University, Urumqi, Xinjiang, 830049)

Abstract : On September 21, 2014, the Afghanistan presidential election finally came to an end. Through
two rounds of voting, Ghani was elected the third Afghan President, while Abdullah, another popular
presidential candidate, acted as ” Chief Executive Officer”. Compared with the 2009 presidential election,
this election was still full of frauds. However, the frauds were sometimes ”stuffed votes”, more by election
officials. Though less than the electoral participation rate of the 2004 presidential election, the rate increased
this time. Half of the presidential campaign members were ethnic minorities, but the election was still a battle
between Pushtuns. Election process met with deadlocks, but eventually came to be stable and integrated,
while the Taliban failed to subvert the election. What’s more, the United States dominated the electoral
process secretly. In general, the presidential election process was stalled several times but finally a coalition
government formed. However, Afghanistan was still in uncertainty for there were many unresolved disputes,
lower political participation and the government’s ”pro-American” attitude.

Key words : Afghanistan, Presidential election, Ashraf Ghani, Feature



